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the same questions: How does he still 
have a job? Why hasn’t the President 
fired this guy? 

One answer goes back to the Presi-
dent himself. When Pruitt’s scandals 
started to snowball last month, oil and 
gas magnate Harold Hamm, a billion-
aire patron of Scott Pruitt’s, lobbied 
President Trump to keep him on. 
Twenty-two polluter front groups, led 
by the infamous Heartland Institute, 
so-called, wrote a letter to President 
Trump lauding Pruitt’s what they call 
‘‘positive record of reform unmatched 
by any of Pruitt’s predecessors.’’ Who 
is behind those 22 polluter front 
groups? Guess what. It is those climate 
denial champions, the Koch brothers, 
to the tune of at least $87 million in 
funding. 

The test in Trumptown is whether 
Harold Hamm and Charles and David 
Koch are happy. And they are. Pol-
luters are free to pollute for free, and 
climate change gets scrubbed out of of-
ficial communications. Big-spending 
polluters are happy, happy, happy, and 
that is why Scott Pruitt remains as 
EPA Administrator in the Trump 
swamp. 

It doesn’t have to be this way. The 
words of Woodrow Wilson are still true 
today about legislative oversight. He 
said: 

It is the proper duty of a representative 
body to look diligently into every affair of 
government and to talk much about what it 
sees. It is meant to be the eyes and the voice, 
and to embody the wisdom and will of its 
constituents. 

Our constituents—my constituents, 
anyway—are not just the big polluters 
like Harold Hamm and the Koch broth-
ers. The polluters may have billions to 
spend in politics, which they do, but 
they have very different interests than 
the millions of regular Americans who 
look to EPA to protect the air we 
breathe, the water we drink, and the 
climate we must inhabit. Where are the 
eyes and the voice in the present ma-
jority for these millions of Americans? 
Our silence in the face of this flagrant 
corruption is deafening. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE). 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the 
Senate will soon be taking up my reso-
lution recognizing this month of May 
as National Foster Care Month. 

For over 20 years, National Foster 
Care Month has been recognized as a 
time to raise awareness about the chal-
lenges that young people in foster care 
experience and to celebrate their resil-
ience in the face of these obstacles. 

There are over 438,000 children in fos-
ter care nationwide. In Iowa alone, 
over 4,000 kids entered foster care in 
2016. Due to the opioid crisis, there are 
more children entering foster care than 
many child welfare agencies are 
equipped to handle. In 2016, over 92,000 
kids entered foster care due to parental 
drug abuse. 

I salute all of those who dedicate 
their time and their resources to help-
ing these young people. This induces 
social workers, advocates, and alumni 
of the foster care system, who inform 
lawmakers and the public and, more 
importantly, who fight to secure better 
outcomes for these young people in 
care. Of course, this also includes fos-
ter parents, who open their homes and 
their hearts to children in need. 

Without foster parents, children un-
able to remain with their biological 
parents would have nowhere to go. Un-
fortunately, this is becoming a reality 
for children across the country, as 
many States are experiencing a critical 
shortage of foster parents. In my home 
State of Iowa, many counties are fac-
ing a shortage of foster care homes, 
causing young people to be housed in 
shelters instead of with families. 

The solution is not simply recruiting 
more people to serve as foster parents. 
Between 30 and 50 percent of licensed 
foster parents choose to stop being fos-
ter parents after only 1 year of doing 
that. That is why this year our resolu-
tion also designates the single day of 
May 31 as ‘‘Foster Parent Appreciation 
Day.’’ It is my hope that communities, 
child welfare agencies, and other orga-
nizations will use this day to recognize 
the sacrifices foster parents make. 
Those who do not choose to continue 
being foster parents often report that 
their reason is a lack of support and 
training. At a time when foster parents 
are needed more than ever, it is impor-
tant for communities and child welfare 
agencies to support foster parents and 
ensure that they are trained to help 
the kids entrusted to them. 

Through my work on the Senate Cau-
cus on Foster Youth, I have had the op-
portunity to hear firsthand what chil-
dren in foster care need. I would advise 
Senators to take advantage of listening 
to that group of people we call foster 
youth. They need love, they need per-
manency, and they need stability and 
support. 

In short, all they need is a family. 
They often express to me: ‘‘I would like 
to have a mom and a dad.’’ That is why 
I am pleased that Congress recently 
passed the Family First Prevention 
Services Act. This legislation works to 
keep more families together by allow-
ing Federal reimbursement for services 
to families before children are put in 
foster care, not afterward. These serv-
ices include substance abuse treatment 
and in-home parenting skill programs. 
When it is truly in a child’s best inter-
est to be removed from their parents, 
this bill ensures that more kids will be 
placed with supportive families instead 
of in group homes. 

Of course, there is still work to be 
done. Far too many children still expe-
rience the trauma of neglect and abuse, 
and far too many youth in foster care 
age out without meaningful connection 
to a caring adult. 

Moving forward, Congress must con-
tinue to listen to the voices of foster 
youth, foster parents, and other advo-
cates by working to find better solu-
tions and secure better outcomes for 
youth in foster care. 
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JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
TRANSCRIPT RELEASE 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
want to address an issue that was 
brought up by the minority leader on 
the floor this morning. I want to re-
spond to the false statements made by 
the very misinformed minority leader 
this morning—and I mean really mis-
informed. 

He criticized the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s release this morning of about 
2,500 pages of information about the in-
famous Trump Tower meeting with a 
Russian lawyer and Donald Trump, Jr. 

First, he mischaracterized the re-
lease as solely a Republican move. 
That is false. In fact, that is absolutely 
false. This release was done with the 
support of the ranking minority mem-
ber. On January 25 of this year, at the 
committee meeting where I announced 
my desire to release the transcripts, 
the ranking member publicly sup-
ported the decision. I have three 
quotes. She said, ‘‘I am delighted.’’ She 
said she had ‘‘no disagreement.’’ She 
said, ‘‘I am very grateful for your deci-
sion to proceed.’’ 

Second, he accused me of deciding 
not to interview two participants in 
the meeting. That is false. In fact, it is 
absolutely false. I would like to have 
interviewed both Mr. Manafort and Mr. 
Kushner. An interview of Mr. Manafort 
was scheduled a day before he was raid-
ed. We—meaning Senator FEINSTEIN 
and this Senator—had subpoenaed Mr. 
Manafort for a committee hearing set 
for July 26, 2017. Mr. Manafort instead 
offered to appear voluntarily for a staff 
interview the day before the hearing, 
and the ranking member asked me to 
withdraw the subpoena. Then the FBI 
raided his home, and Mr. Manafort in-
dicated he would invoke his Fifth 
Amendment rights and then con-
sequently declined to answer the com-
mittee’s questions. However, we did re-
view the transcript of his earlier inter-
view with the Intelligence Committee. 

The ranking member refused to par-
ticipate in a voluntary interview when 
we had the chance. She said Democrats 
on the committee objected that the 
scope would be focused on the Trump 
Tower meeting. For all I know, the mi-
nority leader’s office objected as well, 
but political leadership should not be 
dictating bipartisan committee over-
sight. 

As for Mr. Kushner, he refused to par-
ticipate in a voluntary interview after 
the ranking member unilaterally and 
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